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PREFACE. 



There is nothing in the following pages but what 
I have already ministered to members of Christ : 
some passages may be fuller, as here given, but 
the substance is the same. I am led to publish 
them from observing the miserable condition, as to 
spiritual things, of one of our large manufacturing 
towns in the south-west of England. If the 
perusal of these chapters stir up any to contend 
for the Faith, my trouble and casual expense wii* 
be abundantly recompensed. 

ALUMNUS. 



2 THE CONDITION OF A BABE. 

In this helpless condition we see indubitable 
proof of a recorded Judgment ; for, if neglected 
now by man, the babe must die. That Judgment, 
as pronounced on our first parents, is recorded by 
the earliest historian ; and an inspired Apostle has 
declared their ofi^pring, the Nations which have 
peopled the earth, to be " children of wrath." Let 
none dispute the verdict; such are the nations, 
such is every child of man by nature ; — the Jew 
might seem to be an exception, but he is none upon 
the merits of the case ; only, God for a while *made 
him to difier.' Such is our actual condition at our 
birth ; the meed of our first father's rebellion, the 
inheritance of our attainted blood. 

Yet, how calmly the infant slumbers in its nurse's 
arms! 

Perhaps, it is the child of Christian parents, and 
covenanting grace shelters it already ; perhaps, it 
cannot as yet know trouble, not having done any 
good or evil ; perhaps, a sovereign election embraces 
it, and " underneath are the everlasting arms." 

Reader, each and all of these may be true ; we 
trust they are true ; we believe that the little one 
has a ministering angel who always beholds the 
face of Our Father which is in Heaven. But, it is 
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THE CONDITION OF A BABE. 6 

a dying thing. Life no longer dwells here in free 
and joyous perpetuity, but lingers by sufferance 
under it sentence of forfeiture. Nay more, wrath 
is gone out from the Lord against the first stirrings 
of its nature, its first sinful act. It sLseps now, 
but it will wake ; it will develop the old Adam : 
weeds will spring in what seems goodly ground, 
noxious weeds : disease of the body, darkness of 
the mind, perverseness of the will : they wiU rise 
and assert their dominion. And, parents. Christian 
parents, what will you do ? 

You say, you will have your child baptized, and 
that meantime your trust is in the mercy of God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

You say weU: — yes, Mercy is here already, con- 
fronting "mth its angel-brow stem Judgment, and 
prompt to forward the work of Redemption. Let 
the Gentiles glorify God for his mercy ! He wiU be 
glorified, even if it be in terrible judgments : but 
mercy is the more acceptable way. 

Yet a little while, and you will bring your child 
to the holy font. It is a solemn pause, and you 
may improve it to your own souls and to the 
welfare of your immortal charge. You are about 
to ask that God will grant to this child ^ that 
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4 CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 

thing which by nature he cannot have : ' you enter 
him then as a candidate for an imperishable prize^ 
Ponder well your own forthcoming duties; for 
irom that moment, the starting-point is cleared, 
the chequered course lies before him, and the race 
commences which must end, either in everlasting 
life, or in shame and everlasting contempt. 



SECTION II. 



CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 



" What is Christian Baptism ?" 

Answer. * A sovereign act of highest blessing ; 
wherein God is the only agent, man the only 
recipient : ' 

* Incorporation, as members, in Christ.' 

* Adoption, as sons, of God.' 

' Presumptive succession, as fellow-heirs, to a 
kingdom which is coming/ 

And more might be said, and equally orthodox : 
but some will say, all this is * definition ' rather 
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than * explanation/ and we may go on handling 
definitions without ever arriving at a substance to 
stay our souls upon. It is true, most true ; but 
let us see how these definitions will unfold them- 
' selves in answer to a plain, earnest question. — 
Again, then — * what is Christian Baptism? — Is 
it Keqeneration, even a new Birth ? ' 

Yes, assuredly it isi 

Is it Conversion, even ' a new heart and a right 
spirit ?' 

No, not necessarily. 

Regeneration is a sovereign act of God, inde- 
pendent of any co-operation or consent of our's. 

Conversion is the work of the Holy Ghost, 
wrought indeed by sovereign grace j but not 
without our consciousness and volition. 

It is true that we do in common parlance speak 
of * the regenerate man,' meaning the man con- 
verted and renewed in heart and mind, and that 
Scripture, in some places, may seem to favour the 
idea : but a little reflection wiU show us that it is 
not so, and that when we so speak we mean indeed 
the fruits of * Regeneration ' manifested in such a 
one, . . . the gracious end of God^ in giving ' a new 
Birth,' showing promise of attainment. 
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6 CHRISTIAN BAPTISM. 

We hold * Baptism ' to confer * Regeneration/ 
for the foUowing reasons :— 

1. It is the act of God : and he is not the Grod of 
the dead, but of the living. 

2. It was the first commission which Christ gave ' 
to the eleven disciples, after all power in heaven 
and in earth had been given unto him. 

3. Our Lord's discourse with Nicodemus shows 
that a second, or new birth, is as absolutely ne- 
cessary for our entering the kingdom of God, as the 
first, or natural birth, was for our entering this 
world* 

4. Without this thing be in Baptism, we have 
no immediate personal fellowship in Chriiftt's death 
and resurrection. 

5. Christ would thus lack * a Body.' 

6. We could not be made partakers of the 
divine nature through promisee^ as the Apostle 
Peter declares we may, unless there were an ante- 
cedent Act of * His divine Power' ensuring us 
life. 

7. The taking of a name in Baptism is a con- 
fessicn that we therein receive Hfe ; for we do not 
use to give names to the dead* 
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Much more might be said, but it is not needed : 
to a simple mind even less will suffice : for, how 
can the Name of God be pledged by his minister 
in vain ? — or, how can we think that He, the Cre- 
ative Word, established an empty form, and this 
when He was risen from the dead, ' both Lord and 
Christ ? ' 

When the Eternal Son of (jod linked himself to 
Humanity, it was in real fellowship; He took a 
human life : and if we are to be adopted sons, and 
members of His Body, it can only be through par- 
taking of a new life. 

It is worthy of remark that many find a difficulty 
in admitting that infants are regenerate in baptism 
who are willing enough to concede it in the case of 
certain adults. There was no objection to be raised 
h priori^ but an afterthought has troubled their 
mind with doubts upon the question. Scripture 
records many instances of ' Adult Baptism ; ' as was 
to be expected where the word was preached to 
adults, and where direct instruction for us may be 
gathered from the simple narrative of how these 
things were done at the first. Scripture also infers^ 
on more than one occasion, the administering of 
* Infant Baptism' . . . (as, ^. g. in Acts xvi. 15. 33.) 
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8 CHRISTIAN BAPTISAI. 

But inference not being so strong as direct assertion, 
the fSax^ts in the latter case are often called in 
question. But was there not a manifest reason for 
a full statement of the one, and comparative silence 
in respect of the other ? Is not all Scripture nar- 
rative a selection in this sense? See what the 
Apostle John says, in the concluding verse of the 
Gospel which bears his name : " There are also 
many other things wHch Jesus did, the which, if 
they should be written every one, I suppose that 
even the world itself could not contain the books 
that should be written." And, the two last verses 
of chapter xx. ..." And many other signs truly 
did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book : but these are written that 
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God; and that, believing, ye might have life 
through his name." So then, one principle, which 
guided the selection, was a regard to what would 
quicken faith in us. Now, in the case of adults, as 
the eunuch of Queen Candace, or those twelve dis- 
ciples whom Paul found at Ephesus (see Acts xix.), 
we have the edifying witness of their hearing the 
word, believing the report, and seeking Christian 
baptism. So again, in Paul's own case (Acts xxii. 
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16). But all we could learn from recorded cases 
of * Infant Baptism' would be, the faith of the 
parents, as shown in bringing their children to God. 
Now this we are already entitled to assume, even 
if we had not those passages in the sixteenth of the 
Acts to guide us. Lydia " was baptized, and her 
household." The keeper of the prison " was bap- 
tized, he and all his straightway." For this is ever 
the generation of the faithful from Abraham down* 
wards. See Genesis xviu. 17—19, where the 
LoBD says, ^^ Shall I hide from Abraham that thing 
which I do ? ... for I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children and his household after him." 
And, as Paul says to the Galatians, "They 
which' be of faith are blessed with faithful Abra- 
ham." 

Indeed the objection is unworthy of a Believer. It 
evinces a desire to walk by sight and not by faith ; 
to have the outward evidence of a Conversion 
before we will admit the operation of God regene- 
rating in Baptism. And, how grievous is the prac- 
tical error which results from keeping the children 
back from this holy rite ! God's faithfiilness is for- 
gotten, his immediate act of sovereign grace post- 
poned, and the eyes and heart of the Church turned 
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aside from contemplating the mystery of the Re- 
surrection of Christ, and oar present fellowship in 
it, to watch the developments, real or sappoaed, of 
repentance and conversion in persons who are mean- 
time delivered over to the course of an evil world! 

Are we ihen Jitter for His operation, as adults, 
than as babes 7 

Or is ^ the carnal mind,' come to adult growth, a 
less hinderance than the impas^ve state of child- 
hood? 

Could heathenish unbelief and hardness of heart 
yield more monstrous fruit than to affirm these 
propositions ? 

But it is not enough merely to assert an act of 
PowEB in regeneration : Gbace is present as well ; 
the highest grace, the condescension of love. How 
could it be otherwise? How could that power 
which He wrought in Christ when He raised Him 
from the dead operate otherwise than in Grace ? 
Christian Baptism carries with it the pledge of the 
forgiveness of sins ; for we were dead in trespasses 
and sins, and we are not quickened unless these be 
blotted out. Nor is this all; not only are we 
loosed from such a chain, but cords and bands of 
love are fastened on us to draw us back to God. 
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The grace is that of Adoption ; and is mightier than 
if we had never failed , and seems to have deeper 
foundations than even the ineffable goodwill with 
which the Creator regards the creature of his hands. 
For, adoption did not find us in our pristine state 
unshackled and guiltless : but, when we had come 
into bondage by reason of the fear of death, the 
Deliverer took on him the seed of Abraham and 
opened to us a higher calling than all which we had 
lost before. 

Adam, as to any satisfaction he could make, was 
a mere defaulter : Christ put in bail, and paid for- 
feit in our doomed nature* It was then that the 
brightest light shone from Heaven upon our 
darkened earth : it was then that Adoption, the 
adoption of sons, lit upon sinful men, and struck aU 
the hosts of Heaven with amazement. God gave his 
only-begotten Son to recover us from death unto 
everlasting life ; and when He accepted the ransom 
which He had himself found for Man, He, the eter- 
nal, brought forth the calling of Adoption, and 
sent the Spirit of Adoption to dwell in us instead of 
the spirit of bondage to fear. (See Romans viii.15.) 
Our utter loss led the way to our unspeakable gain ; 
and when Christ Hasted death' it was *by the 
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grace of God, for every man : ' He overcame him 
that had the power of death, and drew up His 
members with Him out of the horrible pit, and 
graffed them into fellowship with Himself. Very 
necessary is it that infants be baptized, for a wit* 
ness to this complete act of our Head. 

Adam, being a typical person, might stand for a 
while in such manifestation, exhibiting in outward 
stature a counterpart of the spiritual ^ stature of a 
man : ' but we cannot so exhibit it : as members of 
Christ we are not types or shadows, but our calling 
is in the truth. We * hold the Head ' and partake 
of the * Substance ; ' and, where the operation of 
God is, the babe is no fitter than the man, the man 
is no fitter than the babe ; for, such as are 
newly * born again * can be but babes in Christ, 
whether they ranked as adults or as children here, 
because that birth is from above* 
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SECTION III. 



CONVERSION. 



^' Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish," 

(Luke ziii. 8. 5.) 

So Spake the Saviour of the world ; and repeated 
the sentence, a warning from Him whose name is 
' Faithful and True.' 

To the divine source of such a decree our hearts 
bear record : there is no uncertainty, no partiality 
in its tone ; but it comes with authority, from Him 
who respecteth not persons: it probes our con- 
sciences to the quick, it sounds the knell of our 
schemes and purposes. 

* Except ye repent!' And how shall we repent? 
How shall we think the right thought, wish the 
right desire, choose the right way? Are not our 
ways crooked, and our thoughts and desires alien 
from God ? 

Even so: crooked, not by chance, but by nature ; 
alien alike from the light of Truth and from the 
mind of Love. 

We cannot repent by imy strength of our own : 
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it is certain we cannot: we should but add hypo- 
crisy to our guilt, and presumption to our trespass. 

Yet, He who loved us and gave himself for us 
bids us repent. 

There must then be some friend at hand, some 
one who is able and willing to help us. For, we 
lie faint and powerless, all overthrown: the dead 
can scarce lie lower : we need not only permission 
to rise, but an arm to lift us up : our very will and 
desire have become palsied. 

It is something to hear His call, and to recognize 
our weakness : it is good for us to know the truth, 
to consider our extremity. 

But, did He never call before? Did we never 
hear of One who for our sakes became acquainted 
with grief ? Who sought us out ia our misery, 
and knew us in our shame, and can be no stranger 
now to our ways ? Oh ! yes : He pleaded our 
cause of old. He died for us when we were yet 
without strength. He, amid the encompassing 
sorrows of death and the forgetfulness of the grave, 
threw the everlasting arms around us and claimed 
us for his own. 

Do we remember Who commanded our Baptism ? 
Dare we say He did not visit ua then ? Nay, have 
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we not quefiKjlieci, many a time since, the still small 
Toice, and disappointed our God ? 

His Name was upon us, and we scorned it : His 
voice woke us morning by morning, and we would 
not hearken : He lay like a burden of love upon 
our bosom, and we strove to throw Him off. As 
years advanced, and our faculties expanded, and 
the paths of life opened around us, He drew nearer, 
and met us oftener, and pleaded with us face to 
face : yet we refused His knowledge and would 
none of His ways. And why ? Because we loved 
our own ways, and still thought to establish them : 
yea, we called the black white, and the bitter sweet, 
and have all but worshipped our idols while we 
misdoubted the Saviour and refused His yoke. 

And how have we thriven ? Let wasted ener- 
gies and misguided affections answer. We have 
taken our own way, but we have not been happy : 
we have closed our hearts against God, but have 
found nothing else in heaven or in earth to fill 
them. 

But, let us hear the record : ' The goodness of 
God leads us to repentance.' Yes, his goodness ! 
He changes not. When our first parents had lost 
Eden, he would not send them forth in utter naked- 
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ness, but ^ made them coats of skins and clothed 
them:' when man multiplied upon the earth, 
though his ways were perverse, God still gave the 
* fruitful seasons:' and now to us, the ^dead in 
trespasses and sins' comes that voice which the 
dead shall hear, and they that hear shall live. 

Dull as we are, we cannot but acknowledge His 
goodness. Why did He institute baptism ? that He 
might have a hold on us in spite of ourselves ; a 
claim whose date should be prior to that of this 
world's customs and the chain of our sins. Why 
did He plant the fig-tree in His vineyard ?• Because 
it was better ground; a happier soil than that of 
the barren waste, and fenced in and tended. 

And has He not barred our way, and shut us up 
to one sole remedy ? And shall we not return and 
repent, and be converted and healed? Yes, we 
must return: for this end was the Holy Ghost 
given to us at our Baptism. 

CoNVEKSiON is the work of the Holy Ghost, his 
special province, his peculiar care. In those who 
are baptized, He is ever seeking to accomplish it : 
with such as have not been baptized, He solicits an 
entrance, by witnessing that * Jesus is the Christ,' 
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together with the messengers who preach his 
word. 

It is certain that all men resist and impede the 
Holy Spirit in this his working: but most do so 
unwittingly. In so far as they know not his office, 
they lack the faith of such operation, and thus fail 
to respond to motions of whose source they are in 
doubt. 

This, the fruit of our long estrangement, explains^ 
though it cannot justify, that spiritual desolation 
which covers the heritage of God. 

Chbistbndom is the colony of Christ in this 
world; witnessing for him among the heathen 
nationsy as the Jewish people of old witnessed for 
God; and outwardly recognising that he has a 
kingdom, by the fact that Christian kings receive 
an anointing at the hands of his ordained priests. 

But the people of Christendom, though baptized 
for the most part, do rather present the aspect of 
fallow ground, where weeds and brambles are 
ripening, than of a cultured garden yielding the 
fruits of the Spirit. 

To any one who regards a standard or pattern 
in Scripture, our spiritual phenomena at this day 

c 



18 CONVEBSION. 

are appalling. It is as if we had reversed the 
apostolic precept, and changed the blessing to a 
curse. We are well known as citizens of this 
world, but unknown as members of Chriiat ; afiv0 
to sin, but dead to righteousness; slain in heaps 
hy the judgments of God, yet not chastened in our 
spirits; rejoicing in the ways of the flesh, yet 
always heavy at heart ; rich in this world's trea- 
sures, but poor toward God; having all things, 
and yet possessing nothing. 

Alas! what spell has blighted us, that we thus 
bring forth wnd grapes ? Have we revived Adam, 
and crucified Christ afresh ? Or, is it, indeed, the 
very time of the end, when the tares are strong 
and lively, haply outnumbering the wheat ? How 
this may be, God knoweth ; certain it is that we 
have many of us despised our birthright; we have 
misprized our baptism, and upon that has followed 
a depreciating of all the work of God, a neglect of 
all His dealings; for who will look to see the 
springing of the blade, if they know not that the 
seed has been sown ? The calling of the church of 
Christ is to overcome: " To him that overcometh^^ 
are all the rewards promised. We know that 
whatsoever is bom of God overcometh the world : 



CONVBBSION. 19 

^'^but nothing less than this will overcome it. In 
vain do we strive in the path of moralities, in vain 
do we rely on the phantom of amiable dispositions, 
while we shrink from " the good fight of faith,'* 
and defer to lay hold on eternal life. 

Yain, too, are all purposes and devices of man, 
while the counsel of the Lord is forgotten. He, 
^^ the blessed and only Potentate," works ever 
toward a predestined end, to gather all things 
together in Christ, and to fill the whole earth with 
His glory. But men deem not that such a work 
is aiituaUy going forward; nor wiU they ever 
beUeve it until the operation of God in themselves 
is recognised and cherished^ 

The position of the religious world is theologi* 
cally untenable; it is ^^ sectarian" rather than 
** catholic;" and that in the very act of professing 
Christ. No doubt the calling of God operates a 
separation ; we must be " separate " if we are to be 
the sons and daughters of the Lord Almighty ; but 
this is brought about by love and self-denial, by 
enlargement of heart, and surrender of our own 
reputation ; even as it is from the love of God that 
his election flows ; nor did He begin to draw us to 
Himself till He had first sent unto us his Son, 
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freely giving Him up for us all. If once *we 
become loveless toward men, we are irreligious 
toward God, and no profession can justify us in 
His sight. - . *'."'..' 

But, in truth, ** separation " ought never to be 

• • - 

an act of ours ; God shall separate His people by 
visiting them; and there is an "indwelling" by 
which Christ manifests himself to his disciples 
when the world sees him no more. 

It were sweet to follow in thought the daily life 
of one whom the Lord has thus set apart .for him-f 
self; to mark how the Spirit wakes him, raises 
him, leads him forth on his pilgrimage, conscious 
of the presence ; how God is content to come into 
his secret, and ponder all his ways, and to keep 
him in perfect peace even wheii " he walks in 
darkness and has no light." Such heavenly com^ 
munion is our privilege, for it is consequent on the 
heavenly birth ; .yet how few appear to prize it 1 
How few follow on to know the Lord ! 

Surely of all the delusions which our enemy has 
cast upon us, none is so deep, so fatal in its 
working, as the notion that the baptized can do 
•without the Holy Ghost; that the members of 
Christ's body whom He has left on the earth can 
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ever be kept oi* perfected without the indwelling of 
the Comforter ! 

Great, indeed, is the hope of a Christendom; 
great the vouchsafed mercy of a Christian nation ; 
but great is pur peril, sore will be our condemn- 
ation, if we pervert the gift of God, and despise 
the riches of His long-suflfering ; if we think in our 
hearts the thought that His house is our domain, 
JHis lilws and ordinances like a code of man's 
devipitig, that we may change them at our plea- 

■ 

^re, ;that we may take w^hat we like, and neglect 
yfhsA we dislike, and God will never be angry. If 
such be our mind even now, we are already de- 
ceived by the deceiver, and our judgment lingereth 
not ; yea, if we do not return and repent, if we do 
not seek His fear, and cry for the knowledge of 
His ways, we shall soon be past help or amend- 
ment. For there is Antichrist as well as Christ ; 
and the day is at hand when the last presumption 
of the rebellious will be embodied in word and 
deed, as it has long since been conceived in 
thought, and that godless defiance against the 
Lord and His Anointed will be heard — " Let us 
break their bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from us." 

c 3 



22 CONVEBSION. 

Our peril lies in standing at a distance and re* 
maining strangers to Christ. How can we " kiss 
the Son" if we do not draw near ? How can we 
receive the mark of God in out forehead if we 
shrink from the dealings of His hand ? 

We must not always be children^ we must be 
men. Sweet and holy are the r^niniscences of 
childhood, the catechisms of in&ncy, the sound of 
sabbath bells ^- all are precious, most precious as 
pledges of His mercy; but we must grow in tibie 
Body of Christ ; the time is come that the LoTd*« 
house should be built; who is there among Uft of 
all His people ? 
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SECTION IV. 

THE TABLE OF THE LORD. 

" And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and 
wine : and he was the priest of the most high God*" 

(Genesis xiv. 18.) 

The King of righteousness and King of peace 
^^ blessed him that had the promises." It was 
Abraham had the promises then ; but the Church 
of Christ holds the promises now, for they are all 
yea and amen in Jesus Christ. 

Have we then, the Baptized, received this mighty 
blessing — the blessing of Him who is greater than 
we, " the Most High God, possessor of heaven and 
earth ?" 

It is the great Day of Atonement, and Jesus, 
the forerunner, is entered in for us within the 
veil: He is our High Priest, to whom the Lord 
hath sworn and will not repent. Yet He came of 
the tribe of Judah, a tribe of which Moses, in 
blessing Israel, spake nothiiljg concerning priest- 
hood. But it is the Lion of that tribe, ^^ the 

c 4 
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Apostle," who is also " the High Priest of our pro- 
fession :" and the promise is confirmed to the heirs 
of it by the oath of God resting upon the head of 
His Anointed. 

What was the Promise ? Eternal life ; which 
God, that cannot lie, promised before the world 
began. And this life is in His Son: ahdexcej)t we 
eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His 
blood we have no life in us. 

Melchizedek was already ih the promised land 
before Abraham set foot there. Thus Jesus, the 
firstborn among many brethren, stands at God's 
right hand, girt as the High Priest (Rev. i. 13.), 
and ministers to the faithfiil the bread of life and 
the cup of salvation. 

God wiUed to show the immutability of His 
counsel, and so the word of promise was followed 
up by the oath of confirmation. Before the 
natural sun rises in the heavens, the sUvery lamp 
of the morning-star is visible ; thus, ere yet it is 
daylight of the Kingdom through the rising of the 
Sun of Righteousness, God ushers in the coming 
glory by the lamp ordained for His Anointed, the 
witness of righteousness and peace. 

Thq Priesthood of the Son of Man is as the 
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•morning-star, the herald of heaven on the threshold 
of earth, . 

• • • * ' 

And is not the Pkiest to bless ? Was He not^ 
when raised up from the dead, sent to bless ? Was 
it not in the act of blessing them that He was 
parted from His disciples, when He ascended into 
heaven ? 

We say that we are members of the Christ of 
Ood : of Him who, -raised from the dead, dieth no 
more : but where is the proof of it if we lack the 
peculiar blessing? Every living Head is set to 
bless: a father blesses his children, a master his 
household, a sovereign his people . • . aU in the 
name of the Lord : and shall not Christ in His own 
name bless His Body the Church ? 

Already in baptism He has' blotted out the thick 
cloud of our sins: and the handwriting of ordi- 
nances which was against us. He has ^' taken out 
of the way:" nay, we cannot get at it if we 
would, for He has nailed it to His cross! Why 
then do His people tarry, when Hi3. table is pre- 
pared? Are we too proud to cotne to Him for 
life through whom alone we have already obtained 
.reconciliation ? Are we so rich in our own 
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estimation that we have reason to fear God may 
send us empty away ? Certainly, there is a 
hindrance somewhere: and, as it is not in Him, 
the gracious Lord, it must be sought in ourselves. 

When the early Christians came, in Corinth, to 
the table of their Lord, they needed to be reproved 
because *' every one took before other his own 
supper : " therein shewing their pride of heart ; for 
it is when we are exalted in our own eyes that we 
despise our brethren, and think to defraud and get 
before them. Now what is the remedy for such a 
mischief? When His disciples had a contention, 
Jesus took a little child and set him in the midst 
of them. Is it not remarkable that Christian 
children, even such as have long attained to years 
of intelligence, are almost universally kept back 
from the Lord's table as to sharing in the act of 
communion, and are only taught concerning it in 
catechisms? No doubt for this there are reasons 
— but are they good reasons? Are they such 
reasons as bespeak our trust in God, our oneness 
with Christ ... or are they not rather such as 
reveal " an evil heart of unbelief in departing from 
the living God ? " Assuredly the apparent con- 
clusions are, that we rate intellect higher than 
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faith, and deem some scholastic preparation needful 
for approaching a mystery of God. 

It were vain to follow through all its wanderings 
the argument advanced in defence of what may be 
termed a life-queUing custom. But, to test it by 
its fruits ; Have we found that the matured intel- 
lect is able to sustain and pilot the feeble faith ? 
Does our experience warrant us in reserving the 
sacramental boon for those who can expound doc- 
trine, or dispute with theologians upon the nature 
of the change effected in the elements ? Are such 
doctors and scribes more fit to take and eat of the 
" Body broken for us," more worthy to drink of the 
" New Testament in His Blood ?" Would it not be 
nearer the truth to say, that our tender faith is 
abashed and discountenanced by the forward con- 
cdt of profane speculations, and led astray by the 
groping of blind guides? Nay, more: does not 
God hide these things from " the wise and prudent,'' 
and reveal them to " babes ? " 

So far, for the matter of " understanding.^' On 
the point of " worthiness," the truth is even clearer. 
This is connected with " security : ^ for if we eat 
and drink "unworthily ^ it is at our own peril. 
And herein are two bearings; as it regards the 
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parents, arid as it Regards the children.- N6\^ 
parents cannot escape from responsibility: they 
must do their best and leave the issue with God. 
They should not bring the child whom they know 
to be in an evil temper of mind : but neither should 
they keep back such as Christ blessed. 

As to the children themselves, is it not safer iot 
them to be brought, at a tender age, by the authors 
of their being, than to wait, indefinitely, for an 
impulse of their own in riper years ? 

And why should they wait ? 

When Christ interrogated Peter on his love to 
the Man of sorrows, when He, the chief Shepherd, 
thrice asked of His first Apostle, and thrice gave 
him a charge — how did it run ? (See John,, xxi. 
15_19.) First He saith,. "Feed my lambs." 
Then follows (in the original Greek) " Shepherd^" 
or "Rule my sheep." And lastly, "Feed my 

sheep." 

For, the lambs can be brought up by hand, and 
fed at once, as we know : whereas the full-grown 
flock, " the sheep," need one to overlook and rule 
them, to fold and tend them, while they take their 
way to the pastures. Nor can these "shepherd 
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themselves " without incurring condemnation. (See 
Jude 12.) 

Great would be the advantage to adult cona- 
municants if they found children thus " partaking'* 
by their side. They could not then forget, as 
many now do, the one indispensable requisite in 
the sight of God for us all ; that which he accepted 
in Joseph and Samuel, in David and Josiah, that 
*' our heart be tender," that we be simple as a 
little child. By an easy analogy, a natural de- 
duction, we should remember all the " little ones" 
of Christ ; we should think upon our " poor 
brother," for whom He died ; also the " weak 
members," the " less honourable, " would claim a 
place in Christian sympathy, which they rarely 
. obtain now. 

But other benefits in the Body of Christ would 
accrue. Not only would parents and heads of 
families be in many ways stirred up and reminded, 
but we should have a discernment in the work of 
God which is now lacking to us. When we watch 
the growth of spiritual life in adults, many things 
are present to perplex and mislead; an acquired 
tone, an imitative habit will deceive even the ex- 
perienced. Pastora know the doubtful, character 
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of symptoms, yet fear to think evil. Nay, tho 
individuals themselves may for a while mistake 
what is counterfeit for what is genuine, and 
embrace a false peace* But with children the 
work of discernment is easier, and the separating 
line between light and darkness more obvious* 
They have acquired little that is factitious as yet, 
and when they try merely to copy outwardly 
instead of inwardly to excel, we note the spurious 
device, and reject it, waiting patiently for better 
fruit. All their real movements are free; and 
whatever is not real, not of the Spirit of God, wiU 
be sure to savour of bondage. 

On the other hand, to expect visible growth in 
grace in those who are kept back from the table of 
the Lord, be they children, or be they adults, were 
a presumptuous conceit, if not an infidel delusion. 

The growth of man in sustaining natural life is 
by food; the growth of man in sustaining his 
spiritual life, is also bt food. Doctrines are not 
food; preachings are not food; prayers are not 
food; — they may teach us concerning God, tell us 
of God, cast us upon God ; and *' by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" man 
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shall live; but, being brought nigh to God, we 
must regard the operation of his hands; and 
" this is the work of God," that we *' believe on 
Him whom he hath sent," even Jesus Christ ; who 
also adds, ^^ My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood 
is drink indeed." (John vi. 29. 55.) 

Moreover, our Saviour Christ taught the people 
in their cities and villages; he healed their sick, 
and cast out devils; this, wheresoever he came ; but 
when the multitude followed Him from afar to a 
desert place. He did something more — He fed 
THEM ; and to that end wrought a notable miracle* 
And what if some did not believe ? as we see they 
did not, {vide John vi. 26.) — shall their unbelief 
make the faith of God of none effect ? A con- 
gregation is a mixed assemblage ; divers of them 
** have come from far," even from that " far 
country" where the prodigal sought to live on 
the husks which the swine did eat; they have 
journeyed till they are weary ; the spiritual faculty 
is well-nigh exhausted and needs a substantive 
renewal; they have travelled a wondrous road — r 
from darkness to repentance, from repentance to 
patience and zeal; and now they have heard the 
word, and joined in the prayer and supplication—^ 
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and shall they be sent away empty ? Nay, " lest 
they faint by the way." Rather let the priests, 
the Lord's ministers, bless them in the name of the 
Lord ! And how shall they bless them if they do 
not feed them ? What says St. James ? " K a 
brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily 
food, and one of you say unto them, ' Depart in 
peace, be ye warmed and filled ; ' notwithstanding 
ye give them not those things which are needful to the 
hody^ what doth it profit ?" 

Melchizedek blessed Abraham ; but he fed him 
first. He met the weary man, faint and ready to 
fail, and he sustained him from the provision of 
God. 

It is " our DAILY bread" we are taught to pray 
for; escape from famine is by receiving daily 
bread. Men's spirits are failing, and they can only 
be sustained and comforted from the Table of the 
Lord. 

All God's dealing with Abraham, from the time 
of his giving him the promise, holds forth in- 
struction and example to us. " It was not written 
for his sake alone" {vide Romans v.); his body, 
when he was about an hundred years old, was not 
more " dead" than we are; dead in every sense; 



THE TABLE OF THE LORD. 33 

the world is effete, as though God had drained all 
life out of the nations, to compel them to look to 
Him who " killeth and maketh alive." Christendom 
is like a dead man, politically worn out, spiritually 
exhausted : even such as are best off fare now like 
the marriage-party at Cana, when the mother of 
Jesus said to him " They have no wine." Baptism 
is an entrance into life, but life sustains not itself 
without food ; it is, in order ^ the primary sacrament, 
but it looks forward to one yet greater, even the 
Supper ov the Lord. 

Ever the less bears witness to the greater : if a 
physician were to deny the " gift of healing" in 
the church, he would thereby falsify his own 
credentials. In like manner, if we recognise the 
need of food to sustain men's bodies, and deny 
that it is needed to nourish their spirits, we are 
rejecting the greater witness while we receive the 
less. 

To resume where this began : If the table duly 
spread were duly honoured ; if the multitude of 
them that believe were of one mind in this, that 
they " forsake not the assembling of themselves 
together," but meet as Christians should, and " do 

D 
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THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF HlM," WOUld there IlOt 

be a manifested blessing from the Most High ? Ay, 
verily ; a blessing which should cause the heavens 
to sing, and the earth to shotttj and evei^ tree ill 
the foi*est to claf) hands ! 

God Would give^ if men would I'efieive ; He saith 
to Israel, " Open thy mouth wide, and 1 shall fill 
it." But the faithfiil only will draw nigh; the 
fearful and unbelieving will still fkll back. 

Would God that men. Christian men, considered 
their standing ! We are in peril if we keep away ; 
our fears will become doubts; our doubts wiU 
swell into unbelief ; yea, our best things, the asser- 
tion of truth j the profession of a faith, will become 
sapless and lifeless; we shall be found grasping 
shadows in place of the substance ; and our " doc- 
trines," perverted into vain idols, will perish with 
us. 
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SECTION V. 

ON THE MINISTRIES OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 

*^ When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men. Now that he ascended, what is it but 
that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth ? *' 

Ephesians iv. 8, 9. 

There are two desiderata for "a ministry" in 
the Christian Church: Love and Authority. 
And these not as barren abstractions, either of them, 
but each embracing a twofold principle, and so 
developing a mutual action. Love must mount 
upwards as well as flow downwards: and the 
spirit of rule has its counterpart in the spirit of 
obedience. 

So far all will agree ; for, since ministries are set 
to bless, there must be such a capacity for receiving, 
such an ability for giving. But more than this 
may well be advanced, and must be entertained and 
apprehended by us if we would arrive at the liberty 
of sons in our service for God and toward one 
another. In the highest sense, authority comes 
forth from love, as the unfailing river from the 
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fathomless fountain, for, "God is love." And 
while the least of his commands to us carries the fiill 
stamp of his authority, the greatest embodies the 
accents of his love. 

So, when God was Incarnate ; when the Son 
came forth to reveal the Father, his word was 
authority, but his act was love. 

Regarding, however, the Church as his Body, par- 
taking of the divine nature, but not therefore equal 
with the Godhead, we naturally look first for love 
among the disciples ; referring authority altogether 
to the Master. 

And we find it, wherever there are disciples of 
Christ. Not in the heavenward impulses of indivi* 
duals only ; but, what is more important, in the 
mutual drawmgs and respondings, the needs and 
supplies, the dependencies and sustainings of the 
members of a Body as such. God willed that these 
"should have the same care one for another;" and 
that " whether one member sufifer, all the members 
suffer with it ; or one member be honoured, all the 
ijiembers rejoice with it ; " and this gracious end 
he has ensured by setting the members " every one 
of them in the body, as it hath pleased him." And 
this is our comfort, under all trials and burdens 
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* arising out of this dispensation wherein certain 
places and duties are assigxied to us. " It hath 
pleased him." Happy were it for us if we dwelt 
on it more, and learned to love the lot for the 

, sake of the Giver. 

But love, thus conversant among the members, 
will not subside into a mere level, nor sink into a 
barren republic of self-contained agencies. The 
" children of promise " know their origin better, and 
the nature of the hope that is set before them. Of 
what avail or example is love, if it cannot proflFer 
obedience and meet the mind of Christ ? Ever it 
draws toward God, and wooes the indwelling of 
the Spirit, and welcomes the going forth of that 
"all authority " (ttoutol e^ouer/a), which Jesus hath 
received in heaven and in earth. 

" He descended first ! " that He might lay hold 
of us ; and so when he "ascended," it was not in bare 
assertion of power, in solitary achievement of un- 
questioned might as Son of God ; but in the truth 
and verity of our nature as the seed of David 
(vide Romans i. 3., 2 Tim. ii. 8.) ; fresh from the 
throes of the resurrection, from the heart of the 
rock, and the belly of hell ; yea, but newly come 
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from the garden of Gethsemane and the shame and 
torment of the cross. Alone He ascended; but 
not alone, as regards our benefit. " He led the 
captivity captive ; " He led " a multitude of 
captives:" man's wiU, man's whole being was 
redeemed and delivered, and as Samson bore away 
the gates of Gaza, " doors and posts and bar," so 
our Deliverer carried up his triumph with Him. 

And then it was He endowed the Church, that 
" Church which is his Body." Scripture says, " he 
gave gifts ; " but the " gifts " were men, and men 
set in authority. For, his Church lacked such, and 
could find them in no earthly elements. He gave 
them, not calling them " rulers, " but ** gifi)s," for 
He knew his Church's love; but they bore His 
authority, and were commissioned, at once to 
witness for Him, and to finish all that He had 
begun both to do and teach. In " Apostles,'* this 
authority is paramount; in the other Ministers, 
delegated. 

Christ counted on the obedience and self-denial 
of his Church, when He thus " gave gifts to men : " 
strictly speaking, while the Church was endowed it 
was for the benefit of " the world ; " and so it was 
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seen in the beginning, for covetousness was 
deemed " idoUtry/' and worldly-mindedness ^' un- 
belief ; " he that " grudged " was in danger of con- 
di^mnationi and he that sought to " go beyond his 
brother," of the vengeance of God. A catholic 
spirit led to such conclusions, and catholicity was 
then, if not loved and cherished by every member, 
at least obvious to all. God had spoken to men by 
his son (Heb. i. 2.); and this, and nothing short of 
this, has ever made men catholic ; for this delivers 
us fr<«a our own narrow conceptions, and enlarges 
our thoughts and desires to follow after His. 

Again, assurance was not lacking to the Church ; 
it stood on right foundations then, which it seems 
scarce (ever to have done since. There was autho- 
rity in those whom Christ " gave ; " and there was 
also, in the completeness of a fourfold ministry, 
scope for the free and varied development of the 
differing characters of men's minds, a release from 
the burden of monotonous teaching, and a safeguard 
against spiritual egotism. And yet, not "many 
masters," but ever " one Lord." 

It were vain to deny that upon the whole 
matter of '^ authority " men need light. But in 
the body pf Christ, illumination is not a barren 
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process carried on in the intellect, but rather a 
cleansing of the thoughts of the heart. We are 
told in a certain place that strong meat belongs 
to such as " by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil:" where 
" use " implies a habit formed, a kind of second 
nature ; and the " senses " are faculties and 
functions of the spiritual man. Intelligence must 
ever precede action : an intelligent being will not 
take a step without some previous discernment. 
Now the first genuine increment of knowledge, 
and which may almost be taken as a test of its 
presence, is "temperance," {vide 2 Peter i. 6.): 
this is good in aU things, while intemperance is 
evil and to be avoided. All recognition of authority 
will depend upon our being temperate in spirit, 
without which no exercise of it can profit our 
soul's health. The " drunkards of Ephraim " can 
neither endure rule in others, nor administer it 
themselves : and the same prophecy teaches us 
elsewhere that the child shall know how " to 
refuse the evil and choose the good" by eating 
" butter- and honey;" a diet above all others in- 
culcating the need of temperance {vide Isaiah 
vii. 15. 22.). Furthermore, " he who lacketh 
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these things is blind;" a word touphing both 
rulers and ruled ; and if the blind lead the blind 
both will fall into the ditch: but if this tem- 
perance be in us and abound, then our spiritual 
vision is so far healthy, and we may look at 
questions of authority without fefir of stumbling. 

And yet, only with the powers of the regenerate 
man, and in such poverty of spirit as flows 
from the contented consciousness of these, can we 
approach to the consideration of that authority 
which presides and orders in the things of the 
kingdom of God. It is not a theme for logical 
deduction; it is a matter of life in the soul. A 
man can receive nothing herein except it be given 
him from above. The sight of miracles may arrest 
us, the voice of wisdom may charm us, but it is 
the Spirit of God alone who can send conviction to 
our hearts and make us disciples. Nicodemus 
said to Christ, " We know that thou art a teacher 
come from God." . . . But what was the answer of 
the teacher to him ? " Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." 

But how, if God have already vouchsafed to us 
this new birth ? Do we not then stand responsible ? 
Is not our " spiritual" condition the very ground 
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of the argument urged by the Apostle Paul, where 
he rejects this world's qualifications as incomplete 
and altogether beside the question? (vide 1 Cor. 
ii. 12 — 14.) Nay, more: we love to advance our 
claim to a " right of private judgment ;" we carry 
our liberty to an excess ; yet what is, what alone 
can be the source and foundation of such a right, if 
it indeed exist ? We must have derived it from 
our Head: the Church has nothing but what 
Christ has given her: at the least, Chbist had 
this " right of private judgment;" and how did 
He exercise it ? — In obedience ; in pouring out his 
soul unto death : He " came not of himself ; " He 
" spake not of himself;" He " sought not his 
own;" "in His humiliation His judgment was 
taken away." . . . And this was He who taught 
the people " as one that had authority." 

It is certain that the Church of Christ received 
at Pentecost " ministries," which have for the 
most part been lacking smce- EquaUy certain is 
it that nothing will God suffer to be lost of all the 
holy treasure which He has anointed. Where 
once His grace has been given, where once His 
spirit has descended and rested, there He still 
loves to dwell . . . even as he said to Israel of old . . 
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" In all places where I record my name I will 
come unto thee, and I will bless thee." 

We may not forget that " the gifts " were given 
^* that God the Lord might dwell amongst us." 
{vide Ephes. iv. and Psalm Ixviii.): and if even 
human affection and memory linger over scenes 
and persons once known and loved, much more 
will not He forget the chosen work of his own 
hands. 

May we not even go further, and quote the 
words which were spoken as touching the gospel 
and the election of God ? Surely all his gifts and 
calling are without repentance. And if it be so, 
may not the Church recover that which she has let 
slip? Should she not at the least try? Should 
she not " light a candle, and sweep the house, 
and seek diligently till she find the piece of 
silver?" 

And if any ask, " What hope, what prospect of 
such a recovery? What shall turn the hearts of 
a people, a polity, a Christendom grown up in 
other notions?" Is not the answer obvious? 
" What turns the heart of a man, and changes his 
mind ?" And will not the return of the Church to 
better ways and truer measures, much r^emble 
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the turning of a sinner to God, the homeward 
steps of the prodigal when he " came to himself, 
and thought upon his father's house ?" 

Throughout Christendom the spirits of men are 
burdened : so great is the oppression that the 
words of the mourning prophet apply — " Ask ye 
now, and see whether a man doth travail with 
child." Rest is fled, comfort in fellowship is gone ; 
the Church, erst known as a cheerful helpmate, the 
handmaid of the Lord, seems changed into some 
gloomy abstraction, and sublunary things which 
were always "vanity," are now "vexation of 
spirit " to the baptized. 

If we enquire after the cause, we shall find it is 
not with us as it was before the captivity was led 
captive : then the gift was lacking ; but no gift 
was withheld at Pentecost ; and, if we have buried 
the talent since, our joyless hearts and unsatisfied 
spirits do but bear witness to the faithfulness of 
God and to our own unfaithfulness. 

The daughter of Zion is left "as a besieged 
city ; " hemmed in by the circuit 6f her walls, but 
not daring to issue forth from her gates, while she 
counts the gathering host of the enemy, and doubts 
whether the Lord her God be with her or no*. 
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Yet, the foundation of God standeth sure ; and 
He abideth faithful, He cannot deny himself. 
Those who seek Him will find Him : even now an 
open door is set before His repentant people, and 
no man can shut it. 

He that trusteth in the Lord shall be like a tree 
planted by the rivers of water : he that trusts in 
an arm of flesh " shall be like the heath in the 
desert, and shall not see when good cometh." 
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SECTION VL 

THE PRICE OF REDEMWIOI^. 

'^ Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time."— 1 Tim. ii. 6.. 

When the Apostle would exhort us to that part 
of worship which follows upon confession and 
absolution of the congregation, he reminds us of 
the mediatorial work of Christ ; and lest we should 
deem partially of this, he refers it to the act of 
Redemption, and declares that this latter was 

" FOR ALL." 

None of us can by any means redeem his 
brother, or give to God a ransom for him ; but we 
do that which is " good and acceptable '^ when we 
supplicate, pray, intercede, and give thanks " for 
all men." 

True, all men have not faith ; and there will be 
the terrible total of the lost and reprobate, as well 
as the number of the elect: but though Christ's 
company be " the treasure," this treasure is " hid 
in a field," and He has bought the field (vide 
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Matt. :&iii. 44.). We labour therefore in hope. 
Who can tell what hearts God may turn ? Who 
shall limit the power of that word which, " as a 
hammer, breaketh the rock in pieces?" or pre- 
scribe what direction it may take, and in what 
bosom it may prove a savour of life unto life ? 
We know that it shall not return void, if only it 
be the " faithful saying " which is declared, and 
not " another gospel " by any that is accursed. 

Let us, therefore, mark well the manner of that 
loVe with which God loved the world; that the 
message of the preacher be not stinted, that our 
prayers " for all men " be not hindered. 

Love finds its meet expression in a gift of 
endowment-— a sacrifice of goodwill. 

" GOD GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON.'* 

He gave him freely to us, for all our wants and 
desires : He delivered him up for us all, not sparing 
the " well-beloved," when our sins were laid upon 
him. It was a free gift : there was no grudging, 
no taking back; the Father did not grudge to 
miserable sinner^ Him the co-eternal Partner of 
His glory ; nor would He interpose to rescue the 
Son of His love when He hung for us on the 
accursed tree! — Yea, raised again from the dead. 
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He is still "the free gift:" God ^^ gave Him, 
Head over all things to the Church, which is His 
Body." 

Are we filled with such a message and ready to 
declare it? Have we heard aright, and believed 
when we heard ? If so, the preachers may run, 
and the Church's hands held up in prayer shall 
strengthen them : if otherwise, " glad tidings " do 
not go to ally nor can the Church heartily pray for 
all. ' 

In contemplating this mighty " ransom," we 
learn but cannot measure the mind of God. 
Already, in the first accents of the message, we 
are borne past all limits of human conception, and 
find the hosts of Heaven, our fellow-worshippers, 
wrapt in wonder and praise. No choir had ever 
chanted so lofty a strain as that which burst on 
the ear of the shepherds of Bethlehem on the night 
of the Nativity. It began with " Glory to God in the 
highest;" and then followed " Peace on earth and 
goodwill towards men." — Yes, it was glory in the 
highest! — No longer a "song of degrees;" but 
all steps surmounted, all barriers swept away, and 
the keynote of our redemption pealing from earth 
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to heaven — from the lowest dejpths of human 
abasement to the glory at God's right hand. 

What were all former manifestations of God to 
this " declaring " of Him by the only-begotten 
Son ! Moses had received in the Mount " two 
tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with 
the finger of God:" but here was "the babe, 
wrapped in swaddhng-clothes, lying in a manger f 
the fathers had heard God in times past speak to 
them " by the prophets," but we were now to hear 
Him " by his Son." Life, the eternal life, was 
manifested to recover us from our death : " our 
hands handled " the word of life ; and we, who had 
failed in all the works of God's hands, were called 
to rejoice at the bringing in of a better hope . . . 
not more " works " in tabernacle or temple, but 
the workman himself, the divine architect, the 
builder of the house, " who hath more honour than 
the house," come down to dwell amongst us, — God 
Incarnate." 

"To be testified in due time ; " " in his own 
times:" for "the times and seasons the Father 
hath put in his own power," and they are the 
creatures of His will. Of these " times " some we 

E 
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know have arrived; others seem to be at out 
threshold. When Jesus rose from the dead^ God 
sent Him to bless His people first (vide Acts iii. 
2ft.), in turning eveiry one of them away 6^m his 
iniquities. When Saul was journeying from Jeru- 
salem to Damasous, to bring the saints bound, the 
great light, and the voice from heaven came upon 
him: it was the lA>rd's time, and he who had 
** persecuted the Church of God beyond measure '* 
was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. 

The prayers and alms of Cornelius came up for 
a memorial before Grod, and Peter was sent from 
Joppa unto one of another nation : the time had 
arrived that repentance unto life should be granted 
also to the Gentiles, and what was the Apostle that 
he could withstand God ? 

A time came, a " time of refreshing,'^ for blas- 
pheming Jew, and for ignorant Gentile; and may 
it not come also, even in this our day, for the back- 
slidden Church of Christ ? None can doubt that 
it is needed, alike for our salvation and for the glory 
of God. Why should not His baptized children 
repent and do the first works ? Why should not 
the witness be borne again, in national sorrow and 
godly zeal, in confession of the faith, and catholic 
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labour of love, in manifestation of the Spirit, and 
" powers of the world to come," to the ransoming 
gift of God ? Above aU, if the kingdom be just at 
hand, li the Judge even now stands behind the 
door^ must not the Church's mtness be borne and 
ik^ everkdting Gospel b^ preached to every nation 
ftnd Idndred and tongue and people, ere Babylon 
iaU? 

The prophet said, ^^ the Redeemer shall come to 
Zion,'' (Isaiah lix, 20*) i the Apostle reiterates, 
" There shall come out of Zion the Deliverer." We 
obtained mercy through the unbelief of Israel: 
they are to obtain mercy through our mercy. 

Zion must awake, Und put on strength : if in 
day« past we have sold ourselves for nought, 
shall we not be rede^ned without money ? And 
what was Ziou of old ? Was it not the fortress, 
the stronghold of the kingdom ? of which the 
Jebusites had said " David cannot come in hither," 
Yet, David took it, and " the blind and the lame " 
thAt were hated of his soul were smitten. ( Vide 
2 Samuel v. 6.) 

The Temple stood oh MouN*r Moriah, possibly 
on the very spot where Abraham had bound his 
son and laid him on the altar for a burnt-offering ; 
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bat Zios was the dty of David, whose gates the 
Lord lo veth more than all the dwellings of Jacob 
Tea, '^ He refased the tabemade of Joseph, and 
chose not the tribe of Ephraim, bat chose the tribe 
of Jadah, the Moont Zion which he loTed.'' (Psalm 
IxxviiL) The gloiy of the acqoiied birthright, 
the firaitfulness of a mighty pe<^le, were all passed 
by : and the tribe was chosen whose name recorded 
" the praise of God/* (See Gen. xxix. 35.) 

And so it will be, so it is even now. The 
'^ blind/' who cannot, unll not discern the parpose 
of God, the ^' lame," who refose to run apon His 
errand, are hated of David's sool : in vain they 
think to man the walls of the fortress, and deter 
the Captain of the Lord's host, by sach as these. 
He who "led captivity captive" will storm the 
place of strength and win its towers, and from 
thence will carry on His work of reconciling the 
people. 

Chbistendom is a polity ; bat the Chubch must 
be seen as an election, one and complete, or the 
world cannot believe and know that God has sent 
His Son. (John xvii. 21—23.) 

The " Ransom " points to the value of the thing 
redeemed, " the purchased people " (Xaoy elg vepi- 
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7rolr}(nv, 1 Pet. ii. 9.). And all the responsibility 
of making known the " unspeakable gift " lies upon 
a praying and witnessing Church. One refuge 
abides, one sheet-anchor, for all men of all condi* 
tions: and to declare this, will be the saving of 
thousands whose present hopeless course can other- 
wise only end in making shipwreck of the faith. 

Here is our high calling : not to love ourselves, 
but others ; not to save our own life, but to lose it 
for the sake of those who are in peril of losing their 
souls. If we embrace such a calling, Christ will 
never be ashamed of us, but will acknowledge us 
for His redeemed : if, counting the cost, we grudge 
the venture, then we are not worthy of Him ; and 
the price which He paid for our souls shall be a 
millstone round our neck to sink us for even 
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SECTION VII. 

THE COMINO or OUB LOBP JBSU9 CHBIST. 

" Ye men of Galilee, why stand je gazing np into heaven ? 
This same Jesus, which is taken up from jou into heaven, shali 
80 come in like manner as je have seen him go into hei^ven.'' 

^Acts i. 11. 

When Christ was parted from hia apo9tles, to sit 
on the right hand of God, ** a cloud received him 
out of their sight," Again, it is written, " Behold, 
He Cometh with clouds ! " (Revel, i. 7.) : and Enoch 
prophesied of old : " Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thousand of his saints; " and, afterward, Zech- 
ariah saith ^^ The Lord my God shall come, and all 
the saints with thee." 

The "manner" of Christ's second Advent has 
therefore been cleariy foretold from the beginning : 
but, can we predicate with equal certainty as to 
what shall be the condition of His Church in the 
day when the Son of Man cometh ? We cannot : 
not at least of that portion of the Body which shall 
then be found on earth. We know, indeed, con- 
cerning the " order" of certain events in " the mys- 
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tery of Gk)d : " an Apostle has declared that " the 
dead in Christ shall rise first ; " for it is every 
man in his order, *' and these partook first ; we are 
told that "then, we which are alive and remain 
shall be caught up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air*" But who, 
and how many, will thus be translated, and 
change their "vile body" for a "glorious body," 
who will be counted worthy to stand before Him, 
who shall be taken, and who shall be left, we 
know not. 

Only we know, there will be found among us 
certain characters, and certain leading divisions : 
there will be children of God, and children of the 
devil ; servants of the Lord, and servants of Satan ; 
true brethren, and false brethren ; teachers of truth, 
and teachers of lies ; and, probably, true Apostles 
and prophets, as there will most assuredly hefals0 
ones. (Compare 2 Cor. xi. 13., 2 Peter ii. 1., Revel, 
ii. 2., with Eevel. xviii. 20. and Matthew x. 23.) 

In like manner, there will be those who " in 
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ," and those who " forsake the assembling of 
themselves together ; " there will be the widow, who 
" truflteth in God, and continUeth in supplications 
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and prayers night and day," and *^ the adversary/' 
— yea, and "the unjust judge" ; meditating Isaac, 
and mocking Ishmael ; the followers of the Lamb, 
and the followers of the Beast. 

Thus much we know : and, what concerns each 
one of us, we know also that the Son of Man hath 
bidden us to watch and pray always ; for, what He 
said to them He saith to all — " Watch." (Mark xiii. 
37.) And this is surely enough of certainty be- 
forehand, for those who are to work out their own 
salvation with fear and trembling. 

But, while " that day " will so come as a thief in 
the night, and will " overtake as a thief" such as 
dwell in shadows and darkness, the members of 
Christ are " children of light " and " children of 
the day ; " and ought, as such, to stand prepared. 
{Vide I Thess. V.) 

The two men in white apparel who stood by the 
eleven when our "Lord ascended, declared that His 
coming again should be " in like manner " as they 
saw Him go. Now surely it is no straining of 
Scripture to infer from hence a corresponding 
attitude of readiness and zeal on the part of His 
waiting Church ; otherwise, the "manner" of His 
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return would not be " like " that of His departure : 
for, the Apostles saw Him go up and "looked 
steadfastly toward heaven " after Him. 

Strictly speaking, for the likeness to be complete, 
there should be "Apostles" again to receive Him : 
but, at all events, there must be a waiting people, 
" looking steadfastly " upward. Our Lord's words 
in a certain place do also argue this: for He 
saith, " When these things begin to come to pass, 
then LOOK up, and lift up your heads, for your 
redemption draweth nigh ; " where the manner 
is exactly like, in both points ; the Lord ap- 
proaching and the disciples looking up. 

Assuming therefore that some at least of Christ's 
people will be prepared to meet Him, let us consider 
what the preparation is, or, more plainly, in what 
condition He will look to find us, and how we may 
arrive at it. 

And here the first point to note is, that " we are 
saved by Hope : " a truth which is discovered 
sooner or later by all men. There is no satisfaction, 
and no perfection, in things and objects here below, 
follow them however far we may. Though all 
things are full of labour, so that the tongue cannot 
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utter it, yet they do not satisfy us; but ratheri 
when greedily pursued, lead to vanity. 

Neither do we in such arrive at any perfection or 
completeness. Men who love the world b^n to 
build, but are not able to finish. Rest never comes to 
the ambitious, nor content to those who desire to 
be rich: and while some reject the idea of "per- 
fection " in the Body of Christ, and cherish it in 
the schemes and objects of this life, they are doubly 
deceived. God works to an end; man does not. 
The counsel of the Lord shall stand ; the devices 
of men will fail : yea, God will " take vengeance " 
on our inventions. Hope is a true and Hving prin- 
ciple: without it the heart of man is void, and 
whatever he may "have" he can "possess" 
nothing. Hope is rooted in Love, and built up on 
holy Faith, and is the moving impulse given to 
man's spirit by the Lord of life. He who hopes 
in Christ, stands on the Rock of ages and looks to 
the rising Sun. Hope argues and maintains unity 
(see Ephes. iv. 4.): Hope persuades to purity 
(1 John iii. 3.) : Hope clings to the promise and 
the oath, and, piercing within the veil, anchors the 
soul of man by a hold upon the unseen world. 

The Apostle " travailed in birth " until ChrL^t 
should be formed in the " little children " (Galat. 
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iv, 19.) ; and, irhen He was formed, it was " Christ 
in them, the hope of glory.'' 

Above all, Hope animates us to our duties, and 
at the 3ame time makes us Milling to let go our 
hold of this present evil world. If ever the saints 
are " translated '' without seeing death, it must be 
folfiUed in such as love not the world, and are not 
clinging to the things that are in it. A bird 
rises from the ground by an elastic impulse of his 
legs pushing him from the earth's surface ; if one 
of these be broken, he can never take flight, but 
is a prey to the fowler. The analogy is a simple 
one ; we must both fulfil our duties here, and be 
willing, when He caUs, "to forsake all," or we 
shall not be caught up to meet Him. 

Hope is like a bud of promise on a goodly tree : 
it " maketh not ashamed," if only the love of God 
have free course in our hearts, if it be "shed abroad," 
and not arrested and chilled by selfishness. {See 
Romans v. 5.) The Church knows well how fair 
is the extraction of Hope : first came " tribulation " 
for the name of Christ ; this wrought " patience ; " 
from patience grew " experience," not barren and 
loveless like the wisdom of this world, but glowing 
with love and trust, and ripening into confidence ; 
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from experience, as from a fruitful mother, sprang 
hope, like a child fair to God ; and hope will per- 
severe till it attain to glory. 

But it must be hope of heaven ; for what saith 
St. Paul ? " If in this life only we have hope in 
Christ, we are of all men most miserable." 

One feature in Hope is, that it dawns upon 
trouble, as daylight rushes on the face of the 
darkened earth. The valley of " Achor " is given 
for the door of hope ; and the wretched, who have 
lost all beside, will still cling to this, — a truth which 
even heathen writers have apprehended. Unless 
God should utterly cast men off, it is their duty 
' still to hope in His mercy : and it is the duty of 
the Church of Christ to hope for the best^ the very 
best J no other expectation being worthy of Him 
who is able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think. 

Moreover, the aspect of the Church at large has 
been too long that of a people delivered indeed 
from Egypt, but wandering in the wilderness, and 
lusting after Egypt in their hearts. We say " the 
church militant " in our prayer for the Body, but 
how small a portion is truly militant for Grod! 
The type would be that of Joshua leading Israel 
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against the nations in the promised land ; and the 
substance, what Paul speaks of in Ephesians vi. 
12.J — " We wrestle not against flesh and blood, &c." 
As it is, we have lapsed, through unfaithfulness, 
and are in danger, if we seek not God heartily, of 
knowing His "breach of promise," like that re-^ 
bellious generation, and missing our heavenly in- 
heritance: whereas it is observable, and much to 
our comfort if we be admonished, that the Apostle 
in that tenth chapter of 1st Corinthians sets forth 
these terrible " types " that we may avoid the like 
condemnation. 

But the infallible type of what shall be in the 
days of the Son of Man has been given by our 
Lord himself ; and we must ponder His words if we 
would know the day of our visitation. We shall 
find them by turning to the seventeenth chapter of 
St. Luke's gospel. After answering the question 
put by the Pharisees, Jesus addressed his disciples, 
and told them that " as it was in the days of Noe," 
and "as it was in the days of Lot," " so shall it be 
also in the days of the Son of Man." The points 
chiefly dwelt on are the careless, worldly temper 
of men ; and their distrust of God, as in the 
case of Lot's wife : but the whole scene portrayed 
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in the pages of Genesis, «^ the wickedness of men^ 
the wrath of God, the flood, the destruction of 
Sodom,--^ all is summed up in brief, emphatid 
words of warning love, and to all we must give 
dfligent heed if we would be wise unto salva- 
tion. 

The family of Adam wad oiily in its tenth 
generation, when the patriarch Noah received a 
eommand from God to build an ark for the saving 
of himself and his house ; and yet, how fearful was 
then the condition of this earth and its inhabitants^ 

Four thousand years have elapsed since that 
day, and a gulph of waters has intervened, — yet, 
when we read the inspired page, its tale seems 
fresh as if of yesterday; our native corruption 
rises up and stares us in the face, our heart sinks 
within usy and we are fain to get us humbly to our 
God, and seek strength and comfort from Him that 
dwelleth In Zion. 

The greatest thing in the earth, the most exalted, 
was the wickedness of man, and the children of 
the Most High, the seed of Setb, were few and 
despised. Still, God's long-suffering waited while 
the ark was a-building : and Noah preached right- 
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eaasmess, if haply they would repent. They repented 
not ; and so they '' knew not " till the flood came 
and took them all away. Our Lord has told us 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage; and we count them hardy 
fools. But, are we doing better ? Are we not for 
the most part renewing their course of life, and 
neglecting the holy office of the servants of God, 
—to wait upon Him, and to witness for Him ? 

When the waters of the flood had subsided, and 
the eight delivered souls had been restored from 
the bosom of the ark to replenish the earth with 
fruitfiilness and magnify the covenant of God, ten 
more generations followed from Noah to Abram, 
in the line of the patriarch Shern* And what was 
now the condition of men, in the day when God 
called Abraham ? 

Japheth possessed the isles of the Gentiles, waiting 
for the time of the promised enlargement. The pos- 
terity of Ham, the accursed, had multiplied ; Nimrod 
in Babel, Asshur in Nineveh, Mizraim in Egypt, 
Canaan in Palestine : they were mighty hufnters in 
the plains, they were builders of mighty cities: — 
but, had they turned to the God of their fathers ? 
Did they remember how they had been reprieved 
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at the flood? Did they look on the grfeen earth, 
as the presence-chamber of His mercy, and regard 
their now shortened span of life as a meet season 
for re'jpentance ? No ! " they glorified Him not as 
God, neither were thankful." 

We know, that Grod proved the nations ; that 
He found them wicked ; that He judged them in 
this life : that He gave them up to uncleanness, to 
vile affections, to a reprobate mind: (Rom. i.) 
and, when He called His servant Abram, it was 
from a land of idols, where his own kindred, even 
the posterity of Shem, were serving other gods. 
( Vide Joshua xxiv. 2.) 

As in the instance of Noah before, so now, the 
interval between this call to righteousness and a 
fearful visitation of judgment from the Most High 
was brief indeed. 

Lot was Abram's brother's son, and he dwelt 
in the plain of Jordan ; a land " well-watered 
everywhere, as the garden of the Lord." Five 
cities lay around, tenanted by Canaan's offspring, 
the possessors of this domain of fruitfulness and 
beauty- 
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There is something even in the bare aspect of 
the fairer scenes of earth calculated to soften the 
heart of man where not utterly hardened. The 
visible harmony which blends the features of the 
landscape, the cheerfulness of the dawn of day, 
the tranquil solenmity at eve, the promise of plenty 
in fruitful seasons, — all remind us of the Creator 
and impress even the slowest hearts with an in- 
stinctive belief that He loves still to bless His 
creatures, despite of man's frowardness and re- 
bellion. But nothing of all this, no spark of 
gratitude or reverence, no shade of penitential 
sorrow, lingered in the hearts of the men of Sodom. 
They " were wicked, and sinners before the Lord 
exceedingly:" corrupt, and fallen from all good, 
they seem to have provoked the Most High to His 
face, to have dared the fury of His wrath. It 
tamed not Already God had bidden Abram to 
" lift up his .eyes, and look northward and south- 
ward, eastward and westward, at the land which 
He would give him." Another deluge was at 
hand on the cities of the plain : not of water, but 
" of brimstone and fire from the Lord out of 
heaven." The sun was risen upon the earth, as if 
to witness it: Lot was entered into Zoar — the 
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only city spared out of five, as a refuge for the 
righteous: — and then the destruction came — " on 
the cities, on the plain, on the inhabitants, and 
on that which grew upon the ground," All was 
overthrown, for all had been defiled. Intercession, 
though permitted, had not availed to save; for 
there were not found in Sodom ten righteous men 
— no, not one man for each generation fix)m Noah 
— when Grod went down and searched it. We 
read that " Abraham gat up early in the morning 
to the place where he stood before the Lord : and 
he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, and 
lo, the smoke of the country went up as the smoke 
of a furnace ! " 

Here again let us pause, and ask ourselves, each 
one, " Are we better than they who perished thus?" 
We have perhaps thought we cannot be so bad as 
Sodom: let us remember that Christ has said, it 
shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in 
the day of judgment, than for certain others • . . 
who have been " exalted unto heaven," but have 
not repented. 

But, some one will say, " Oh, these types apply 
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to the world, and not to the Church: we, the 
baptized, are the Church of Christ, and are there- 
fore safe." Dear brother, is the world in your heart ? 
And if it be, what will your profession avail, save 
to " greater damnation ? " 

The true circumcision are they who worship God 
in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have 
no confidence in the flesh. The times of the 
patriarchs hold forth to us solemn warning : they 
may also administer consolation; and, as we are 
one with the saints and servants of God in all 
ages, who have laid hold of "the substance of 
things hoped for," though they received not yet 
the promise, let us consider their good report. It 
will, if nothing else, serve to rebuke our world- 
liness and put us in mind of our hope. 

The call of Abraham, fraught with such mighty 
blessing to the Jew and also to the Gentile, brought 
out a further development in the dealings of God 
with man. To Abram, was it first said, " I will 
make of thee a great nation." The world had then 
advanced halfway in its career, from the creation of 
man toward the fulness of time, when Isaac, the 
chUd of promise, was bom, 

F 2 



68 THE COMINO OF 

Isaac begat two sons; Esau, his first-born, followed 
the way of the flesh, and married the Hittite women ; 
he had already despised his birthright, his brother 
now came with subtilty and took away his blessing; 

Jacob was a type of the spiritual man, dwelling 
in tents, and hearkening to the voice of his mother ; 
he begat twelve patriarchs, heads of tribes and 
princes in Israel. His wanderings and patient 
endurance, his piety and honesty, his conjugal af- 
fection and parental rule, may put many a nominal 
" Christian " to shame. 

How mightily the wayfaring man prevailed ! He 
who went out alone from Beersheba toward Haran ; 
who tarried for the sun-down, and pillowed his 
head upon the stones ; who saw the ladder reaching 
to heaven, and anointed the pillar ; who wrestled 
with the angel, and had power with God and with 
men. True, he served for a wife, and Laban be- 
guiled him ; he halted on his thigh as he passed 
over Penuel ; he feared his brother Esau ; he lost 
Rachel, the beloved, when it was but a little way to 
come to Ephrath; he answered before Pharoah, 
that the days of the years of his pilgrimage had 
been few and evil. But he inherited the blessing 
of Isaac, his father, and he blessed his own sons : 
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he saw Joseph lord of Egypt, and Judah the praise 
of his brethren ; he " went do\vn into Egypt with 
threescore and ten persons," and in his fourth and 
fifth generation they had become " as the stars of 
heaven for multitude." 

Such was the increment of him who was hailed 
" a prince of God." And still, " the God of Abra- 
ham, of Isaac and of Jacob," is the name of the 
Lord for ever, and His memorial unto all gene- 
rations. Still, God Almighty, the high and the 
holy one, loves to dwell with the children of men ; 
and in every nation he that feareth Him, and 
worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him. 

And has not God revealed himself to his Church 
by yet a greater name, the pledge of a higher 
calling? The favoured patriarchs knew Him as 
" God Almighty : " but when He made his covenant 
with Israel, He became known to them by his great 
name, " Jehovah ; " and afterwards, when he turned 
to the Gentiles " to take out of them a people for 
His name," He called us, with the adoption of sons 
and daughters, to be " fellow-heirs and of the same 
body," and to know the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, as our Father and our God. 
{Vide John xx. 17.) 

P 3 
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And we are " debtors " to declare this name, even 
as Paul was d ebtor, both to the Greeks and to the 
barbarians, because he knew what they did not 
know, and the love of Christ constrained him to 
preach it. 

But we can preach nothing, if we do not our- 
selves press forward to the mark, the goal where 
the prize is hung. For our preaching is a race, 
and they "preach" best who struggle hardest, who 
" strive to enter in;" saints and angels look on, 
devils gnash their teeth and try to hinder, but 
God encourages and cheers us forward with the 
promise of eternal life. 

The end of our dispensation is higher, more 
glorious than that of " Israel after the flesh," and 
our effort must be greater. They had Abraham 
to their father, and " Moses and the prophets ; " but 
we have Jesus, our forerunner, " entered in for us ;" 
they had "the baptism of John," but ours is the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. (Acts xi. 16.) And 
the hope set before us is the appearing of our Lord 
Jesus Christ the second time^ not to offer himself 
again for our sins, but "without sin, unto sal- 
vation. " 

The preparation needed to fit us for the day of 
His appearing, is the same which was vouchsafed to 
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the Church eighteen hundred years ago, when men 
were looking for the coming of the Lord. 

This preparation is the indwelling of the Holy 
Ghost the Comforter. Our hearts are withered by 
ages of transgression and wandering, and we need 
comfort, and the sprinkling of the conscience, 
before we can meet our God. ( Vide Hosea ii. 14.) 

The early Christians were told, that a " falling 
away" must come^r^^, and *Hhat Man of Sin" be 
revealed. We know (who knows not ?) that the 
.falling away has come; and the Man of Sin, 
although not as yet " revealed," has had one fore- 
showing in Christendom ; and a second, a more 
complete one, a more fatal manifestation of the 
despairing features of hell is rapidly developing 
itself. 

" Rejoice not thou, whole Palestina, because the 
rod of him that smote thee is broken ; for out of 
the serpent's root shall come forth a cockatrice, 
and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent." 

Neither are signs lacking, if men would regard : 
but the signs of which Jesus has told his Church, 
^re given to confirm and encourage the children of 
God in a day of luke-warmness and apostacy : they 
are not given to open the eyes of the disobedient as 

F 4 
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by miracle, nor to inform the interested selfishness 
of this world. The budding of the fig-tree in- 
structs the man who walks forth to meditate, "that 
summer is now nigh at hand ; " but it yields no 
lesson to him whose days are passed in heedless 
sloth, and his nights in plots and mischief. A 
generation who have contentedly given over the cus- 
tom of praising God " for His mercies," at sunrise 
and at sunset, who care not for the light of His 
countenance, whose smile gladdens creation, are 
little likely to be impressed by events whose type, 
is found in the visible works of His hands. 

Moreover, what signs can awake those who love 
not their own salvation ? When the jailor said to 
Paul and Silas, " What shall I do to be saved ?" 
he was willing to do anything : nowadays, men seem 
to ask, " How little can we do, and yet be saved ? " 
But, if we would learn of the ways of God, if we 
would please Him who is more than father and 
mother, than wife and friend, who so loved us that 
He gave His only begotten son for us, we must 
be * humble and contrite, hearty and true : no 
feigned submissions, no partial repentance, no half- 
hearted service will avail us with Him who 
searcheth the heart and the reins. We have long 
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grieved and wearied God : we have made Him to 
serve with our sins, and have slighted, as a thing 
of nought, the motions of His holy Spirit. If we 
would know a hearty recovery, we must seek His 
face heartily, and make a clean breast by confession 
before the physician of our souls. 

Nothing short of this can avail to heal the 
wounds and bruises of our people, and repair the 
breaches in our spiritual city. Partial measures 
by representatives, eflfbrts of societies, schemes of 
statesmen, are in vain when destruction is yawn- 
ing. We have proved that argument is idle, strife 
miserable, experiment infidel. God, the living 
God, can alone pluck our feet out of the net, and 
set us upon a rock and order our goings. 

Meantime, whether we heed or not, His chariot- 
wheels GO forward: He marches through the wil- 
demess : He levels kingdoms and cities, and calls 
for a famine on the land, and breaks the staff of 
bread. 

The " SIGN," which shall make all the tribes of 
earth mourn, is " The sign of the Son of Man in 
Heaven;" the revival of the Church by the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, witnessing to Jesus, as "both 
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LoBD and Christ," and the alone " Saviour of the 
body." That sign is dawning upon us: God 
grant we may discern it, ere the Son of Man be 
come! 

But the life and spirit of all " preparation," is 
to contemplate and dwell upon the approaching 
event. And the test of wisdom is the having a 
worthy end in view, an object commensurate with 
our early call, our past history, and the yearning 
witness of the Spirit in our hearts: even as the 
proof of vanity is given in those words, " What 
fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are 
now ashamed? for the end of those things is 
death." 

Especially is this true of the work of God; 
wherein all flows from one undivided counsel, and 
the foundation witnesses to the " topstone of the 
comer." {Vide Zechariah iv. 9.) 

All earthly glories will fade : temples made with 
hands will perish ; even what God has ordained, if 
only ordained for a time, will pass away : " Meats 
for the belly, and the belly for meats, but God 
shall destroy both it and them." The things 
which can be shaken wiU be shaken ; and for what 
end ? ^' that those things which cannot be shaken 
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may remain." Men must make a beginning: a 
sure foundation must be laid ; but when it is laid, 
" let every man take heed how he buildeth there- 
upon." 

The children of this world are wiser in their 
generation than the children of light; if they 
conmience a matter they follow it up, and that 
heartily : they keep the appointed time, they knock 
at the door for admittance, they bring the ac- 
ceptable offering, they present the ready petition ; 
their garb and gesture are convenient, their ear is 
open, their mind is awake : without such measures 
they dream not of an expected end. If this be so 
when an earthly master or patron is in question, 
how is it when we have to do with God? Will 
He look for leas^ or be content with less at our 
hands ? or, dare we say, an application here is 
uncertain of a hearing ? Nay, He meets us on the 
way : when the returning prodigal was " yet a 
great way off," his father saw him and had com- 
passion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed 
him. When we have believed, our salvation im- 
mediately draws nearer. (Romans xiii. 11.) Paul 
reminds the Ephesian Christians, that after they 
believed they were sealed with that Holy Spirit of 
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promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance 
until the redemption of the purchased possession. 
How dubious and cheerless are the " article " 
doctrines and book-theology of the present day, 
beside the apostle's free and manly statement! 
Did we but realize a moiety of it, surely we would 
" hasten " the coming of the day of God. (2 Peter 
iii. 12.) The " one hope of our calling " would 
gather us up, all divided and scattered as we are, 
into the consciousness of " one body " again (see 
Ephesians iv. 4.) ; and loving Christ, we should love 
all His members, and remember our departed 
brethren, who are now too much forgotten by us, 
and cruelly blotted out from the place which they 
ought ever to fill in our hearts. When we lost, for 
a while, those near and dear to us, solid comfort 
would be ours instead of the hollow phrase and 
conventional sentiment too often adopted by those 
whose love has waxed cold, to cover the lack alike 
of hearty sorrow and of heartfelt joy — the dead 
burying their dead. For the oobifort which Jesus 
gave his disciples, when about to leave them, was, 
that they should see him again; surely the only 
genuine comfort to a loving heart bereaved. And 
if ever we are to embrace again those whom we have 
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lost, — if ever the beloved dust is to be re-animated, 
and saints and brethren to know one another again 
parent and child, spouse, and brother and sister, 
the hope is bound up in that of the coming of 
Christ. 

Even now, they wait for us (vide Revelations vi. 
9 — 11.), their spirits gather round the altar : when 
the holy eucharist is oflfered, when the voice of 
intercession is lifted up, we have communion with 
them, for we are all one in Christ. Our hope is 
their hope: their return will be our deliverance, 
even " the redemption of the body." (Romans 
viii. 23.) 

Further, if we are looking for less than this, we 
have forsaken the standing of the " house of Christ" 
(Hebrews iU. 6.) : we must rank lower than Simeon 
and Anna, and lower than all the patriarchs, who 
trusted in God and " looked for the city which hath 
the foundations," of which He is the builder and 
maker. 

Nor may we forget that we have had a first fruits, 
a foretaste of the world to come: Christ, with 
" flesh and bones," is risen from the dead ; " bodies 
of saints which slept " arose with Him, not a few 
but " many ; " Paul was caught up into the third 
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heaven ; Philip, after fulfilling the errand of the 
Spirit, was " caught away " by the Spirit, that the 
eunuch saw him no more : Peter raised Dorcas 
from the dead, Paul raised Eutychus. All these 
instances remind us of " the dead in Christ " that 
shall " rise first," and of the living, who " shall not 
sleep " but " shall be changed." 

" In the days of the voice of the seventh angel, 
when he shall begin to sound," the mystery of God 
shall be finished. 

Ere our souls be required of us, let us hear the 
voice of Him that speaketh from heaven : perhaps, 
even now it is the time of the evening sacrifice, and 
" Elijah the prophet," may be sent to fulfil his mis- 
sion. There is a tumultuous noise of the kingdoms 
of nations gathering together, and a stirring among 
the hosts of the Lord as if they too were mustering 
for the battle : the sea and the waves are roaring 
to overleap the limits which Gk)d has appointed; 
the superficial crust of polities and states is breaking 
up, and mouths are opening for the volcanoes of 
hell: all bespeak the rise of Antichrist, and the 
Church should watch for " the brightness " of the 
coming of the Son of Man. 

They that " watch " will see the dawn of the 
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morning ; and marking its gradual progress as it 
waxes onward to the perfect day, they will distin- 
guish it from the false Ughts and incendiary fires 
of Antichrist, the " great signs and wonders " with 
which he will deceive, if possible, the very elect. 



THE END, 
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